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Today’s weather 
Mostly 
sunny. 

oe High: 47 
i Low: 38 


Saturday: Some sun, 50 | 33 
Sunday: sunny, 47 | 37 
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Metro<State 


Overdose deaths 
expected to rise 

Overdose deaths in Cuyahoga 
County are predicted to hit at 
least 825 in 2017, a 25 percent 
increase from the year before, 
according to the county medi- 
cal examiner’s office. A4 


LeBron’s school: His foun- 
dation’s plans for a school for 
at-risk students is the most 
important thing he’s ever done, 
LeBron James says. A6 


Nation&World 


President ponders 
dumping Tillerson 


The White House is discuss- 
ing a plan to replace Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson with 
CIA Director Mike Pompeo 
in a major shakeup of the na- 
tional security team. A7 


Sports 


Hoban football wins 
third straight title 
Archbishop Hoban won its 
third consecutive state title 
defeating Winton Woods, 42- 
14, in the Division II football 
championship. B1 


Forum 


What the tax bill would 
mean for the middle class 


Opinion: A New York Times 
analysis offers a sense of how 
the bill’s many provisions 
would help — and hurt — 
million of families across the 
country. E1 


Diversions 


The evolution of 

a country singer 

Kelsea Ballerini’s rise over 
the past three years is a study 
of what it takes for a young 
woman to break through in 
male-dominated country 
music. P1 
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Vintage photos offer 
Christmas memories 
y Mr. Jingeling. Hig- 
mA bees windows. 
Hough Bakery 
cakes. The Christ- 
mas Parade. These are the 
Ghosts of Cleveland Christ- 
mas Past. Take a walk down 
Cleveland Christmas memory 
lane at cleveland.com/enter- 
tainment 
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Republican plan 


Tax overhaul hits snags in Senate 


Growth projections challenged by nonpartisan panel 


ERICA WERNER, 

Mike DEBONIS 

AND DAMIAN PALETTA 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON The 
GOP’s fast-moving effort to 
overhaul the tax code hit 
an unexpected roadblock 
Thursday evening, with 
the collapse of a plan to win 


over recalcitrant lawmakers 
with a promise to limit the 
impact of the legislation on 
the federal deficit. 

Senate leadership, who 
had hoped to vote to pass 
the overhaul by late Thurs- 
day night, instead sent law- 
makers home and began to 
search for a new way to 
offset the cost of the legis- 


lation. They are looking to 
win the support of several 
senators, including Sen. 
Bob Corker, a Tennessee 
Republican who has led a 
small group of colleagues 
in demanding that the bill’s 
$1.5 trillion tax cut not 
drive up the nation’s debt. 

The scramble was the 
result of two successive 


setbacks Senate Repub- 
licans suffered Thursday 
as they moved toward a 
vote. First, the Joint Tax 
Committee, Congress’ 
nonpartisan scorekeeper, 
reported that the tax bill 
would not generate nearly 
as much economic growth 
over the next 10 years as 
Republicans had expected. 


As a result, the nation’s 
deficit would be $1 trillion 
higher. 

Then, the Senate par- 
liamentarian ruled that a 
Corker-backed proposal to 
automatically raise taxes in 
the future if Republican ex- 
pectations of higher growth 
did not materialize was 
not consistent with Senate 
rules. 
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Race for Ohio governor 


Husted teams up with DeWine 


Pair’s alliance pushes ‘Taylor, Renacci into GOP’s outsider lane 


JEREMY PELZER 
Jpelzer@cleveland.com 


Dayton — Ohio Secre- 
tary of State Jon Husted 
officially dropped his run 
for governor in 2018, an- 
nouncing on Thursday that 
he will become the running 
mate of Republican primary 
rival Mike DeWine. 


fT 


“Its great to be part 
of the team,” Husted an- 
nounced before DeWine 
and a crowd of supporters 
at the University of Dayton. 

The decision shakes up 
the Ohio gubernatorial pri- 
mary in a big way, turning 
one of DeWine’s main rivals 
into an ally and creating a 
team between two men 


JOHN MINCHILLO | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine, left, and Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted announce at the 
University of Dayton on Thursday that they will share the ticket in their bid for the Ohio governorship. 


who have raised millions 
for their respective cam- 
paigns. The announcement 
also leaves the outsider lane 
for the two remaining can- 
didates: Republicans Lt. 
Gov. Mary Taylor and Rep. 
Jim Renacci. 

Both have rolled out 
staunchly conservative plat- 
forms — such as ending the 


Medicaid expansion under 
the Affordable Care Act — 
and touted their affinity for 
President Donald Trump. 
DeWine and Husted have 
been more tepid in their 
support for Trump, though 
both did support him in the 
2016 election. 


SEE GOP | A8 


Cuyahoga courts 


County 
may owe 
employees 
millions 
Judge allows suits 
over pay, benefits 


KAREN FARKAS 
kfarkas @cleveland.com 


A judge has granted 
class-action status to two 
lawsuits that could force 
Cuyahoga County govern- 
ment to reimburse millions 
of dollars to 400 current 
and former employees. 

The ruling Tuesday by 
Cuyahoga County Common 
Pleas Judge Robert McClel- 
land allows the employees 
to join lawsuits that con- 
tend the county violated 
state civil service law by re- 
ducing their pay and bene- 
fits. 


What’s at issue? 

In 2011, the county’s new, 
voter-approved charter gov- 
ernment decided to establish 
a 40-hour work week, that 
included a paid lunch hour 
each day, for all county em- 
ployees. 

Under the old govern- 
ment, led by three elected 
commissioners, employees 
in some departments worked 
a 35-hour week with no paid 
lunch hour each day. 
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Notable death 


Jim Nabors, TV’s Gomer Pyle, is dead at 87 


RICHARD SEVERO 
New York Times 


Jim Nabors, a comic 
actor who found fame in 
the role of the amiable 
bumpkin Gomer Pyle in 
two hit television shows of 
the 1960s while pursuing a 
second career as a popular 
singer with a booming bari- 
tone voice, died Thursday 
at his home in Honolulu. 


He was 87. 

His husband, Stan Cad- 
wallader, confirmed the 
death, The Associated Press 
reported. He said that Na- 
bors’ health had been de- 
clining for a year and that 
his immune system had 
been suppressed since he 
underwent a liver trans- 
plant in 1994. 

At the time, Nabors an- 
nounced that he had con- 


tracted hepatitis B in India 
several years earlier when 
he cut himself shaving with 
a contaminated straight 
razor, which he had bought 
there. 

Gomer Pyle, the char- 
acter that so indelibly 
stamped Nabors’ career, 
originated in 1962 as a 
supporting role on “The 
Andy Griffith Show,” a bu- 
colic CBS comedy that had 


been running since 1960. 
Gomer was a guileless, 
sweet-natured gas-station 
attendant in Mayberry, 
North Carolina, a sleepy fic- 
tional town where Griffith 
played the widower sheriff, 
Don Knotts his deputy, Ron 
Howard his son and Fran- 
ces Bavier his matronly 
Aunt Bee. 


SEE NABORS | A11 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Jim Nabors, who played 
Gomer Pyle in “The Andy 
Griffith Show,” died 
Thursday in Hawaii. 
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